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Direct from a critically acclaimed run at the Edinburgh Festival 

MR JONES 
An Aberfan Story  

by Liam Holmes. 
Directed by Michael Neri.  
Designed by Juliette Demoulin. Lighting Design by Alastair Tombs. Sound Design by James Barnes and Zach North. 
Produced by John Ian Mason and Michael Alexander for WilMas Productions. 
Presented by WilMas Productions in association with Neil McPherson for the Finborough Theatre. 
Cast: Mabli Gwynne. Liam Holmes. 
 
‘144 lives. 10% of this total shared a surname: Jones.’ 
 
Direct from a critically acclaimed run at the Edinburgh Festival and a tour across Wales, Mr Jones, a stunning new play 
on the Aberfan disaster, opens at the Finborough Theatre for a four week limited run on Tuesday, 28 October 2025 
(Press Nights: Thursday, 30 October 2025 and Friday, 31 October 2025 at 7.30pm ).  
 
Aberfan, South Wales, 21 October 1966. One of Wales’ darkest days. 
 
Self-proclaimed rugby prodigy Mr Jones has just made the kick of his life. As he boasts to local nurse Angharad Price, 
150,000 tonnes of coal careen down the hillside towards Pantglas Junior School…  
 
Blending drama, poetry, verbatim and first-hand accounts, Mr Jones revisits the harrowing events of the 1966 disaster, 
when a coal waste tip engulfed the village of Aberfan, claiming the lives of 144 people – including 116 children. 

Combining a tender love story, rich Valleys humour, and the haunting presence of what was lost, Mr Jones is a poignant 
and honest portrait of a community irrevocably changed by tragedy, in a universal tale of resilience, heartbreak, and 
hope. 

Mr Jones is the debut work of Welsh actor and playwright Liam Holmes. Born and raised just a few miles from Aberfan, 

“As a writer and actor who grew up near Aberfan, I witnessed first-hand the generational trauma carried by those 

affected,” says Holmes. “The impact of the disaster is still deeply rooted in the town. I felt compelled to tell the often-
forgotten stories of my community.” 

Playwright and Performer Liam Holmes trained at the Guildford School of Acting. Theatre includes Sense and Sensibility 
(Jane Austen’s House), Three Winters, Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, A Midsummer Night’s Dream and Sweet Science 

(Guildford School of Acting) and producing the inaugural Nu’Pen Festival in London, alongside Michael Neri. Film 
includes Seconds Out, Claude, Freya and Last Night. Mr Jones is his first play. 

Performer Mabli Gwynne trained at Mountview. Theatre includes Dr. Strangelove (Noël Coward Theatre). 
Television includes a recurring role on the long-running soap Pobol y Cwm, Yr Amgueddfa, Mudtown, Y Gyfrinach and 
The Green Hollow, a poignant reflection on the Aberfan disaster, broadcast on its 50th anniversary. 

Director Michael Neri has directed Rent (The Old Rep, Birmingham), Bayside: The Saved by the Bell Musical (The Other 
Palace) and was Associate Director for Cinderella (Roses Theatre). Writing includes Wet Feet which was nominated for 
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an OffWestEnd Award (Union Theatre). Producing includes the inaugural Nu’Pen Festival in London alongside Liam 
Holmes. 

WilMas Productions is an independent production company specialising in theatre, film, television, and live events. 
With a background across a range of disciplines and scales, we value strong storytelling, well-crafted production, and 
meaningful partnerships. Whether working on a new play, a screen project, or a live event, we focus on producing 
quality work with care, clarity, and impact. 
www.wilmasproductions.co.uk  
 
The press on Mr Jones 

★★★★★ Five Stars, Nation Cymru 

★★★★★ Five Stars, West End Best Friend 

★★★★★ Five Stars, Theatre and Tonic 

★★★★★ Five Stars, The Reviews Hub 

★★★★★ Five Stars, North West End 

★★★★★ Five Stars, The Real Chrisparkle 

★★★★★ Five Stars, Strand Magazine 

★★★★ Four Stars, The Scotsman 

★★★★ Four Stars, The Edinburgh Reporter 

★★★★ Four Stars, The Wee Review 

★★★★ Four Stars, The Recs 

★★★★ Four Stars, Mervyn Stutter’s Pick of the Fringe 

★★★★ Four Stars, Everything Theatre 

★★★★ Four Stars, Theatre and Arts Reviews 

★★★★ Four Stars, Green Room Reviews 

★★★★ Four Stars, London Grip 

★★★★ Four Stars, Institute of Welsh Affairs 

★★★★ Four Stars, Get The Chance 

★★★★ Four Stars, Picnic, Lightning Reviews 
 
‘Simply superb, full of emotion and power… In thirty shows at the Fringe this year, we have seen nothing with this 
power…If there is one play you must see this Fringe, it’s Mr Jones.’ Nick Wayne, West End Best Friend 
‘Mr Jones is one of the strongest pieces of drama that I have seen at the Fringe.’ Theatre and Tonic 
‘A testament to the power of theatre.’ Tom Kemp, Institute of Welsh Affairs 
‘A remarkable piece of theatre that is at once both intimate and breathtaking in its scope.’ Simon Finn, Strand Magazine 
‘Empathetic, impactful and shiveringly raw...Exceptional.’ Maggie John, Green Room Reviews 
‘A must-see show for anybody who appreciates the power of theatre and exceptional storytelling.’ Theatre and Tonic 
‘The future of Welsh theatre is in safe hands.’ Tom Kemp, Institute of Welsh Affairs 
‘Although the play is centred around a very heavy topic, there is plenty of room to laugh, and experience the characters’ 
highs as well as their lows.’ Elena Gower, Nation Cymru 
‘The image of the disaster haunts British industrial history, and Liam Holmes’ powerful…Mr. Jones offers a stark and 
timely reminder, in a strong and beautiful Welsh voice, of how human-made disasters can devastate lives, leaving 
emotional scars that perhaps never fade.’ Joyce McMillan, The Scotsman 
‘Deeply affecting.’ Rosemary Kaye, The Edinburgh Reporter 
‘A masterclass in writing, directing, and acting.’ Theatre and Tonic 
‘Raw and honest and superbly written.’ Jennie Eyres, The Reviews Hub 
‘Superb new piece of writing.’ Paul Wilcox, North West End 
‘The writing is absolutely exceptional.’ Theatre and Tonic 
‘This brilliant writing serves as the perfect foundation for the two lead actors to play to their strengths. Both Mabli 
Gwynne and Liam Holmes act outstandingly.’ Elena Gower, Nation Cymru 
‘Liam Holmes’ writing is exceptional.’ Rosemary Kaye, The Edinburgh Reporter 

http://www.wilmasproductions.co.uk/
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‘Mr. Jones is the first play by Holmes, and what an impressive accomplishment it is, lyrical and moving.’ Randall David 
Cook, The Recs 
‘Liam Holmes is certainly a name to watch.’ Simon Finn, Strand Magazine 
‘Phenomenal acting.’ Nick Wayne, West End Best Friend 
‘Performances are perfectly pitched, moving from good natured banter to anger, horror and heartbreak. They are 
utterly convincing.’ Theatre and Tonic 
‘Holmes and Gwynne are superlative actors.’ Rosemary Kaye, The Edinburgh Reporter 
‘Incredible performances.’ Simon Finn, Strand Magazine 
‘Holmes and Gwynne capture your heart, then break it.’ Randall David Cook, The Recs 
‘Liam Holmes plays Stephen with a brilliant intensity.’ Joyce McMillan, The Scotsman 
‘Holmes’ portrayal of Stephen Jones, the cheeky Valleys boy and self-proclaimed rugby prodigy of Aberfan, is nothing 
short of mesmerising.’ Tom Kemp, Institute of Welsh Affairs 
‘Beautifully supported by Mabli Gwynne.’ Joyce McMillan, The Scotsman 
‘Michael Neri’s simple, powerful production.’ Joyce McMillan, The Scotsman 
 
PRESS NIGHTS: THURSDAY, 30 OCTOBER 2025 AND FRIDAY, 31 OCTOBER 2025 AT 7.30PM  
PHOTOCALL: TUESDAY, 28 OCTOBER 2025 AT 1.00PM–1.30PM 

Finborough Theatre, 118 Finborough Road, London SW10 9ED 
Book online at www.finboroughtheatre.co.uk 
Box Office 020 7244 7439 
No booking fees 
Tuesday, 28 October – Saturday, 22 November 2025 
Tuesday to Saturday evenings at 7.30pm. Saturday and Sunday matinees at 3.00pm. 
Prices until 2 November 2025 – Tickets £20, £18 concessions.  
Previews (28 and 29 October) £15 all seats. 
£10 tickets for Under 30s for performances from Tuesday to Sunday of the first week when booked online only.  
£15 tickets for residents of the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea and the London Borough of Hammersmith and 
Fulham on Saturday, 1 November 2025 at 7.30pm when booked online only. 
Prices from 4 November 2025 to 16 November 2025 – Tickets £23, £20 concessions, except Tuesday evenings £20 all 
seats. 
Prices from 18 November 2025 to 22 November 2025 – Tickets £25, £23 concessions. No concessions on Friday or 
Saturday evenings. 
Group Bookings for all performances – 1 free ticket in every 10 purchased. 
Performance Length: Approximately two hours with one interval of fifteen minutes. 
Group Bookings for all performances – 1 free ticket in every 10 purchased. 
Performance Length: Approximately 80 minutes with no interval. 
 
For more information, interviews and images, please contact 
Finborough Theatre on e-mail press@finboroughtheatre.co.uk or 020 7244 7439 
Download press releases and images at https://finboroughtheatre.co.uk/press-resources/ 


